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Glasgow Corporation Public Libraries. 

THE PUBLIC LIBRARIES administered by the Corporation of the City of Glasgow include, 
in September, 1907 : 
A. The Mitchell Library, - - - 170,000 volumes. 

B. A series of fourteen District Libraries, 130,000 „ 

C. The Rankin Reading Room. 

The Corporation have had some interest in the conduct of a public library since the year 1792. 
In that year was established Stirling's Public Library, with a constitution prescribing that the Lord 
Provost for the time being was to be the President ex officio^ with three other members of the 
Corporation and representatives of other public bodies as Directors. But direct and undivided respon- 
sibility for Library administration was not placed upon the Corporation until 1874, when the bequest 
by Mr. Stephen Mitchell took effect. Mr. Mitchell was a member of a family which had been 
engaged in the business of tobacco manufacturing since 1723, for a hundred years in Linlithgow, and 
since 1825 in Glasgow. The business is still in active and extensive operation under the firm-name 
of Stephen Mitchell and Son, which has been unaltered for a century and a half. 

Mr. Mitchell bequeathed the residue of his estate, which amounted to ^66,998 los. 6d., to the 
"Incorporation of the City of Glasgow," for the establishment of a large public library in Glasgow, 
chiefly for purposes of reference and consultation, to the use and enjoyment of which the public 
were to be freely admitted. Mr. Mitchell directed that before a commencement was made the residue 
of his estate should remain at interest until it amounted to ^70,000. In the Constitution, which 
was drawn up in conformity with Mr. MitchelPs expressed wishes, it was directed that books on all 
subjects not immoral were to be included in the library, and that no book was to be regarded as 
immoral which simply controverted present opinions on political or religious questions. 



The bequest was intimated to the Town Council in May, 1874, and was accepted by that body 
in the July following. A committee was appointed to consider in more detail the lines on which the 
Library was to be formed and conducted. At their request the then Town Clerk, Mr. J. D. Marwick 
(now Sir J. D. Marwick, LL.D.) after consulting the authorities of the British Museum, and others, 
prepared and submitted a report, which was accepted as the basis upon which the Mitchell Library 
was to be established. 

The principal recommendations contained in this valuable report were : 

That the Library should be one large Public Library. 

That it should be in the fullest sense the property of the public, and suited to the tastes and 
necessities of every rank and condition of the public. 

That it should be pre-eminently distinguished by the character of comprehensiveness and generality. 

In 1876 it was found that the capital sum of the bequest, including the value of books which 
had been purchased, had reached ^70,000; and steps were taken to give practical effect to the 
intentions of the founder. As no building suitable to be the permanent home of the Library was 
available, it was decided to commence in temporary premises. One of the members of the Corporation, 
Bailie John Neil, offered the free use of the second floor of a large building he had recently erected 
at the corner of Ingram and North Albion Streets, and the offer was cordially accepted. It was soon 
found that this floor did not afford proper accommodation, and the Corporation decided to take the 
first floor also, at a rent to be fixed by the City Assessor. The two floors together gave about 
7000 square feet of floor space. 

Having secured premises, the Corporation proceeded to the appointment of a Librarian. The 
post was advertised, and many applications were received. After consideration of the credentials and 
qualifications of the candidates, the Committee resolved to recommend to the Corporation the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Francis Thornton Barrett, who had been for eleven years Sub-Librarian of the Reference 
Department of the Birmingham Public Libraries. The recommendation was confirmed by the Corporation, 
and the Librarian entered on the duties of the office in March, 1877. The lines of development were 
then considered by the Committee with more precision and in greater detail. It was resolved: 

That the Library should, as far as practicable, represent every phase of human thought and every 
variety of opinion. 

That books of permanent value and of standard interest should form the principal portion of 
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the Library, and that modern books of value and importance should be added from time to time as 
they are published. 

That it should contain those rare and costly works which are generally out of the reach of 
individual students, and which are not usually found in provincial or private libraries. 

It was further resolved that the Library should form special collections of Glasgow books and 
the local literature generally ; and of editions of Burns and books relating to his history and personality, 
and of Scottish poetry. Other collections of Scottish interest have been added. 

The Library was opened by the Lord Provost, Sir James Bain, on ist November, 1877, with about 
15,000 volumes, and 130 current periodicals in the magazine room. The issue of books to the public 
was commenced on the 5th, when 186 volumes were issued. 

From the first the Library grew rapidly, both in the extent of its collections of books and in the 
use which was made of it by the public. By the end of 1880 the attendance of readers had become 
so large as to tax the available accommodation, and although it continued to grow for several years 
longer, the increased attendance was maintained only at the cost of serious difficulty and disadvantage 
arising from overcrowding. The ventilation was inefficient. If knowledge was ever pursued under 
difficulties, here was a striking example. 

In 1885 the issue of books reached 468,056, equal to 1,525 volumes per day throughout the 
year. For several succeeding years the attendance fluctuated and slightly declined ; but throughout 
the whole period of the occupancy of the premises in Ingram Street it was, in the evenings and in the 
winter seasons, larger than the rooms could accommodate with convenience and comfort. 

The Committee had been for some time looking out for a larger and more suitable building. In 
1889 the opportunity to secure such a building was provided by the completion of the City Chambers, 
to which several departments of the city service were removed from the separate buildings they had 
previously occupied. Of the buildings thus vacated, the Water Office, in Miller Street, was found to 
be the most suitable, and it was purchased. The front portion of the building was altered, to meet 
the requirements of the Library, and an excellent reading hall, to accommodate 200 readers, was 
erected at the back. 

The Library, which had by this time grown to 89,000 volumes, was reopened in the Miller 
Street building on the 7 th October, 1891, by the late Marquess of Bute. 

The history of the Library in Miller Street has been in all essential features a continuation of 
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its earlier experience in Ingram Street. Immediately after the reopening the number of readers 
again began to increase, and in four years the attendance was again in excess of the accommodation, 
much enlarged though that was. In 1894 and 1895 the issue of books exceeded half a million in each 
year. During the winters of those years the general reading room had, in the evenings, many 
more readers than seats. Since 1895 there has been some fluctuation in the number, the smallest 
year's issue being 426,065 volumes in 1899, and the largest, 544,610 volumes in 1904. It is note- 
worthy that the number of readers at the Mitchell Library has been but little if at all affected by 
the opening of the District Libraries. 

Meantime, the Library had continued to increase in extent, and again the space available for 
the proper keeping of the books was fully occupied. The question of the provision of greatly enlarged 
space was thus again strongly pressed on the attention of the Committee. 

In 1902 the late Mr. Robert Jeffrey, of Crosslee House, Renfrewshire, bequeathed to the 
Mitchell Library his own very valuable and important collection of books, together with the 
residue of his estate, estimated to amount to about ^20,000, subject to the payment of some annuities. 
His will stipulated that proper accommodation should be provided for his collection, which was to 
be kept apart, and called The Jeffrey Reference Library. It was found to be impossible to provide 
this accommodation within the building in Miller Street, and after full and careful consideration the 
Corporation resolved to erect a building which would not only provide for the growth of the Mitchell 
Library for many years, but would also furnish the required space for the Jeffrey Reference Library. 
The site chosen is the plot of ground between St. Andrew's Halls and North Street, the principal 
front being to North Street and the side elevations to Berkeley Street and Kent Road. A space is 
reserved between the Library building and St. Andrew's Halls which will afford means of extension 
when that again becomes necessary. 

For the designing of the new Library building a competition open to all architects was held. 
About seventy designs were sent in. After a prolonged and exhaustive examination, in which the 
Corporation were advised by Mr. John Keppie, F.R.I.B.A., then President of the Glasgow Institute 
of Architects, and Mr. A. B. McDonald, the City Engineer, the design offered by Mr. William B. 
Whitie, Architect, Glasgow, was selected. As the result of further consideration and consultation with 
the Libraries Committee, the design was modified and developed, and as finally approved it is illus- 
trated in this Handbook, pp. 23-30. 
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Space does not permit any detailed statement as to the contents of the Library. It must suffice 
to say that it has been the object of the Committee to secure the representation of every branch of 
literature except only prose fiction. The Mitchell Library now contains more than 170,000 volumes. 
It has been for many years the largest library in Scotland to which the general public have a right 
of free access ; and it is, as already indicated, one of the most largely used reference libraries in 
the United Kingdom. 



THE DISTRICT LIBRARIES. 

The District Libraries have their origin in a resolution adopted by the Corporation on 2nd June, 
1898. It was then determined to insert in a local Bill clauses conferring on the Corporation the 
power to establish and maintain public Libraries for the advantage and enjoyment of all the people 
of the city, with a rating power limited to one penny in the pound of rental. The clauses passed 
unopposed through Parliament, and form part of the "Glasgow Corporation (Tramways, Libraries, 
etc.) Act, 1899." The provisions of the Library clauses of this local Act are in general effect 
similar to those of the Public Libraries Acts relating to Scotland; the chief points of difference 
being that in the Glasgow Act the administration of the Libraries is placed in the hands of the 
Corporation solely, and that the Library rate is levied half upon the owner and half upon the occupier. 

Following the passing of this Act, the Corporation directed that a scheme of public Libraries 
should be prepared which would "suitably provide for the requirements of the whole city." In the 
scheme which was drawn up in obedience to this instruction it was recommended that eight public 
Libraries should be established at points carefully selected to serve the convenience of the inhabi- 
tants. Each Library was to contain a lending department from which books would be drawn for 
perusal at home ; a large general reading room, with a collection of reference and other books in open 
book-cases, and a number of selected magazines, reviews, and newspapers; with reading rooms for 
women, for boys, and for girls, each provided with a stock of appropriate books, and the necessary 
staff and store accommodation. The scheme provided also some subsidiary reading rooms for 
outlying districts. 

The scheme was generally approved by the Corporation, and as a first step it was resolved to 
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institute the first district Library in the halls attached to the Municipal Baths building in Main Street, 
Gorbals. 

Before further progress was made, the situation was entirely changed by the receipt of the 
following letter from Mr. Andrew Carnegie,- addressed to the Lord Provost (Sir Samuel Chisholm, 
Bart.) : 

" Knockderry Castle, Cove, 
"Dumbartonshire, 15TH May, 190T. 
" My Dear Lord Provost, 

" It will give me pleasure to provide the needed one 
hundred thousand pounds for Branch Libraries, which are sure to prove of great advantage 
to the masses of the people. It is just fifty-two years since my parents, with their two 
little boys, sailed from the Broomielaw for New York in the barque JViscassett, 800 tons, 
and it is delightful to be permitted to commemorate the event upon my visit to you. 

"Glasgow has done so much in municipal affairs to educate other cities and to 
help herself that it is a privilege to help her. 

" Let Glasgow flourish, so say we all of us Scotsmen throughout the world. 

"Always yours, 

"ANDREW CARNEGIE. 

"P.S. — My cashier will be instructed to honour drafts to extent named as money 
is needed for payments." 

The receipt of this great gift led the Corporation to reconsider the resolution which had been 
arrived at. An extended and revised scheme was prepared, in which the number of District Libraries 
was increased to fourteen, to be in three grades or sizes, the largest being apportioned to the most 
populous districts of the City. To the fourteen Libraries provided for in the scheme two have since 
been added, PoUokshields and Kinning Park ; the latter having been erected by the authorities of the 
burgh, from a gift of ;^5,ooo made by Mr. Carnegie' prior to the union of Kinning Park with the 
City. For two of the District Libraries contemplated in the scheme, those for Langside and Hillhead, 
sites have not yet been secured. The others are now in active operation. 

In the organization of the District Libraries, the view was taken that these institutions were to be 
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regarded as primarily of an educational or instructive character. At the same time the element of 
recreative reading was by no means omitted, and it was fully recognized that no small part of the 
best and most inspiring of our literature exists in the form of works of the imagination, novels and 
romances. 

The several Libraries were not considered to be so many independent and isolated institutions, 
but rather constituent members of one large establishment. The system of issue was so arranged 
that each borrower, wherever resident, is free to draw books from or return books to any one of the 
Libraries as may suit his need or convenience at the moment. Further, a system of exchange of 
books as between Library and Library has been established, by means of which any book (not a 
novel) is conveyed from the Library to which it belongs to the Library from which any borrower 
desires to take it. At each Library copies of the catalogues of all the others may be purchased or consulted. 

With a view to secure within the whole range of the Libraries as large a proportion of the best 
modern literature as possible, endeavour was made to select different books for the different Libraries 
to represent each specific subject of study or enquiry. Some works are of course in all the Libraries, 
others are in several, but, as far as practicable, it has been sought to extend the number of separate 
works in the Libraries by adopting this principle of differentiation. The same system of variation has 
been applied in the selection of reviews, journals, newspapers, and other periodical literature placed in 
the reading rooms of the various Libraries. By the operation of this principle of variation, the 
number of separate periodical publications placed in the reading rooms is about 700, and through 
the medium of the exchange service filed copies of any of these are made available at any District 
Library as required. 

In the selection of books and periodical literature regard was had to the local character and 
requirements of the several districts. The leading industry of each locality was considered in the 
provision of technological literature. At Springburn, Govanhill, and Parkhead, for instance, engineering 
is fully represented; at Bridgeton and Hutchesontown, the textile industries; and at Townhead the 
chemical industries. 

Apart from the general selection of books, it may be mentioned that at each of the District 
Libraries a considerable number of volumes of music have been provided, altogether over 2000 
volumes, not counting books in musical history or musical biography. Each Library contains also a 
collection of works in languages other than English. 
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THE RANKIN READING ROOM, 

WHITEVALE STREET. 

This Reading Room was instituted in execution of the bequest by the late Mr. John Rankin, 
of Armadale Street, Dennistoun. Mr. Rankin bequeathed to the Corporation the net sum which 
might be realized by his Trustees from the sale of a ground annual of ;£^^ioo iis. yd., for the purpose 
of establishing a library, or baths, or other institution, for the benefit of the inhabitants of the old 
Second Ward, within which Mr. Rankin was born. After consideration it was resolved by the 
Corporation to include a Reading Room in the large building erected for the Public Baths in 
Whitevale Street. The cost of the room, ;£"i,2oo, was defrayed from the amount of the bequest 
(;^3,o73), and the interest of the remaining balance is applied towards the cost of its maintenance 
and management. The Reading Room is a pleasant though not large apartment. It is conveniently 
fitted for about eighty readers at one time, and is supplied with a selection of magazines, journals, and 
newspapers, and with a collection of about nine hundred books for reading in the Room. Although 
at no great distance from the larger reading rooms of the Bridgeton and Dennistoun District Libraries, 
it attracts a regular attendance of some hundreds of readers daily. 



The District Libraries have not yet been open, as a complete system, a sufficient time to enable 
any very precise estimate to be made of the extent to which the public will take advantage of them, 
but it is evident that this will be very great. Already the number of readers and of borrowers has, 
in many instances, been too great for the resources of the Libraries. On some days the total 
attendance of readers at the Corporation Public Libraries has exceeded 20,000 ; and the number of 
books issued for home reading has exceeded 5000. The number of borrowers from the lending 
Libraries is about 56,000. With increased knowledge on the part of the public of the advantage to 
be derived from the use of the Libraries, with improved and enlarged stocks of books, and with, it is 
hoped, ever increasing care and sympathy in the administration, it cannot be doubted that the 
Libraries will become one of the most valuable and influential factors in the progress towards better 
conditions in the intellectual, moral, and social life of the City. 
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THE NEW BUILDING FOR THE MITCHELL LIBRARY. 

The new building for the Mitchell Library occupies a very advantageous site immediately to the 
east of the St. Andrew's Halls. The principal front, looking east, is to North Street, the north 
elevation to Berkeley Street, and the south elevation to Kent Road. A space is reserved between the 
new building and the halls, which will be available for extension of the Library at some future time. 
The building, as now being erected, measures 190 feet by 105 feet, the longer dimension being north 
and south. The architectural style adopted may be described as Renaissance, the principal features of 
the composition being a rusticated ground story, and an attached order of three quarter columns over, 
carrying the main cornice. 

The general disposition of the building is as follows : 

A basement floor extends under the entire building. This provides the necessary space for the 
heating and ventilating apparatus, and contains large accommodation for the storing of books. 

Above the basement, the front and the north and south wings consist of ground floor, intermediate 
floor, and first floor. 

In the north wing are placed : on the ground floor, the collection of Glasgow books, in a 
room 27 feet by 23 feet; and the students' room, 49 feet by 23 feet. The intermediate floor is 
partly occupied by the upper portion of the students' room, and partly by committee and administrative 
rooms. The first floor is devoted to the magazine room, which measures 98 feet by 33 feet, and is 
seated for two hundred readers. 

The south wing, which is of similar proportions, contains on the ground floor the room for the 
large collection of editions of Burns and Scottish poetry, and the ladies' reading room. The inter- 
mediate floor has rooms for various purposes in addition to the upper portion of the ladies' room. 
On the first floor is placed the Jefirey Reference Library, 98 feet by 33 feet. 

The western portion of the building, looking towards the St. Andrew's Halls, is for the most part 
occupied by the book-store in five floors above the basement, and contains in addition some part of 
the staff" and service accommodation. 

In the centre of the building is placed the principal reading room, 113 feet by 52 feet, with 
suitable accommodation for three hundred readers. It is lit from the roof, which is segmental in 
shape; the height from the floor to the centre of the curve being 44 feet. 

The frontispiece to the present volume exhibits the outward aspect of the building, and the 
following plans show its internal arrangement. 
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Gorbals District Library, 

150 MAIN STREET, S.S. 



The Library occupies the two upper floors {over the shops) of the front portion of the 

Corporation Baths Building, 

Reading^ Rooms opened zzth November, 1901. 

Number of volumes in 

Lending Library, 1^984 

Reference Collection, 388 

Juvenile Reading Rooms, 407 

Total, 12,779 

Number of daily and weekly newspapers in Accommodation for readers within the building 

Reading Rooms, 59 General Reading Room— Seats, - - 107 

Number of weekly journals and other » » ^^ Stands, - 68 

periodicals, ------ 40 

Ladies' .ind Girls' Reading Room, 

Number of monthly and quarterly magazines, 33 Boys' 

Total, 132 Total, 

District Librarian, - - - JOHN KEITH. 
Sub-Librarian, - - - . JESSIE C. CORNFOOT. 



175 

47 

100 

322 
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Kingston District Library, 

330 PAISLEY ROAD. 

The Library forms part of a building which contains also Public Halls, 



Site, - 
Architect, 



Gross area, 590 sq. yards; Building area, 590 sq. yards. 

The Office of Public Works, A. B. MCDONALD, City Eiis:ineer. 

Reading Rooms and Library opened 8th September, 1904. 



Number of Volumes in 

Lending Library, '0,079 

Reference Collection, - 375 

Juvenile Reading Rooms, 226 

Total, 10,680 

Number of daily and weekly newspapers in Accommodation for readers within the building : 

Reading Rooms, 50 General Reading Room— Seats, - - 84 

Number of weekly journals and other »» m ^* Stands, - 68 

periodicals, 33 

Ladies' Reading Room, - . - . 

Number of monthly and quarterly magazines, 40 Boys' „ .... 

Total, 7^3 ^'^^^' " .... 

Total, 

District Librarian, - JOSEPH NORRIE. 

Sub-Librarian, - - MONA MACBAIN. 
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KIN(;STON DISTRICT LIBRARY. PLAN OF UPPER FLOOR, CONTAIMNG THK ROYS' AND CJIRLS' READING ROOMS. 
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Anderston District Library, 

MACINTYRE STREET. 



Site, 
Architects, 



Gross area, 908 sq. yards ; Building^ area, 730 sq. yards. 
Messrs. STEWART & PATERSON. 



Reading Rooms and Library opened 21st December, 1904. 



Number of volumes in 

Lending Library, 
Reference Collection, - 
Juvenile Reading Rooms, 

Total, - 



10,821 
502 

355 
11,678 



Number of daily and weekly newspapers in 

Reading Rooms, 53 

Number of weekly journals and other 

periodicals, 47 

Number of monthly and quarterly magazines, 39 

Total, 139 



District Librarian, 

SUB-LlBRARlAX, 



Accommodation for readers within the building 

General Reading Room — Seats, - - 80 
„ „ At Stands, - 80 

Ladies' Reading Room, .... 
Boys* - . - _ 

Girls' 



?* 



Total, 

FREDERIC KENT. 
MARY M. TURNER. 
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ANDERSTON DISTRICT LIBRARY. GROUND FLOOR. 
B. Bookcase. F. Files of newspapers. N. Newspaper stands. P. Periodical rack. 



NDERSTON DISTRICT LIBRARY. GKNERAL READING ROOM. 
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ANUERSTON DISTRICT LIBRARY. LKNDING LIHRARV. 



Woodside District Library, 

343 ST. GEORGE'S ROAD. 



Site, 
Architect, 



Gross area, 1,433 sq. yards ; Building area, 1,183 ^- 7^^ 
JAMES R. RHIND. 

Reading Rooms opened loth March, 1905. 



Number of volumes in 

Lending Library, 14,004 

Reference Collection, 325 

Juvenile Reading Rooms, 385 

Total, 14,714 

Number of daily and weekly newspapers in Accommodation for readers within the building : 

Reading Rooms, 54 General Reading Room— Seats, - - 80 

Number of weekly journals and other », » At Stands, - 78 

periodicals, 4^ t j- » « j- n 

^ ^^ Ladies' Readmg Room, .... 

Number of monthly and quarterly magazines, 39 Boys* „ .... 

r,. , Z Girls' „ .... 

Total, 136 

Total, 

District Librarian, - - JOHN MCDONALD, 
Sub-Librarian, - - - ELLA AITKEN. 
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WOODSIDE DISTRICT LIBRARY. 



KAL KIIAIHNG KOOir. 
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WdOIISIUE DISTRICT LIHKARV. LENDING LIBKARV. 
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WOODSIDE DISTRICT LIBRARY. LADIES' READING ROOM, 



Mary hill District Library, 

162 WYNDFORD STREET. 



Site, 
Architect, 



Gross area, 600 sq. yards ; Building area, 600 sq. yards. 
JAMES R. RHIND. 

Reading Rooms opened 4th September, 1905. 



Number of volumes in 

Lending Library, 9,671 

Reference Collection, 333 

Juvenile Reading Rooms, 304 

Total, 10,308 

Number of daily and weekly newspapers in Accommodation for readers within the building 

Reading Rooms, 47 General Reading Room— Seats, - - 84 

Number of weekly journals and other >» »> ^* Stands, - 60 

periodicals, 37 

Ladies' Readmg Room, _ . . . 

Number of monthly and quarterly magazines, 30 Boys' .... 

Total, 7Zi ^^^^^' " . - - - 

Total, 

District Librarian, - - WILLIAM J. PHILLIPS. 

SUR-LiBRARiAN, .... MARY MACKINNON. 
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MARYHILL DISTRICT LIBRARY. 
B. Hookca.se. C. Cataloj^ues. F. Files of newspapers. N. Newspaper stands. P. Periodical rack. 
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MARYHILL DISTRICT LIBRARY. 



* • » » « 



• ••• 



MARYHILL DISTRICT LIBRARY. GENERAL READING ROOM. 
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MARVHILL DISTRICT LIBRARY. LADIES' READING BOOM. 
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Kinning Park District Library, 

WEST SCOTLAND STREET. 

This Library building was presented by Dr. Carnegie to the Burgh of Kinning. Parky prior to its 

incorporation with the City of Glasgow. 

Site, - - . . Building Area, 3x6 sq. yards. 

Architect, DONALD BRUCE, LA. 

Reading Rooms opened 25th October, 1904. 
Included in the City System, November, 1905. 

Number of Volumes in 

Lending Library, 4,066 

Reference Collection, 178 

Juvenile Reading Rooms, 376 

Total, 4,620 

Number of daily and weekly newspapers in Accommodation for readers within the building: 

Reading Rooms, 27 General Reading Room— Seats, - - 55 

Number of weekly journals and other >> »> ^^ Stands, - 40 

Ladies' Reading Room, .... 
Number of monthly and quarterly magazines, - 24 Boys' „ .... 

Total, V(> ^''^'' " .... 

"" Total, 

District Librarian, - - ROBERT D. MACLEOD. 
Sub-Librarian, - - - MARGARET R. KELLIE. 
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KINNING PARK DISTRICT LIBRARY. UPPER FLOOR, CONTAINING GENERAL AND JUVENILE READING ROOMS. 
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KINNING PARK LIBRARY. 
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KINNING FAKK DlSTRICr LIBRARY. JUVENILE READING ROOMS. 



Dennistoun District Library, 

CRAIGPARK STREET. 



Site, Gross area, 771 sq. yards; Building; area, 601 sq. yards. 

Architect, JAMES R. RHIND. 

Reading; Rooms opened 29th December, 1905. 

Number of Volumes in 

Lending Library, 8,879 

Reference Collection, 452 

Juvenile Reading Rooms, 543 

Total, 9,874 

Number of daily and weekly newspapers in Accommodation for readers within the building 

Reading Rooms, 47 General Reading Room— Seats, - - 78 

Number of weekly journals and other >» >» ^^ Stands, - 48 

periodicals, 43 j a- ^ o a- u 

Ladies Readmg Room, - . . - 

Number of monthly and quarterly magazines, 36 Boys' „ .... 

Total, ^6 ^^'■^^' " . - - - 

Total, 

District Librarian, - - CHARLES A. BRADLEY. 
SUB-LIBRARIAN, - - - FLORENCE MACKENZIE. 
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UENNISTOUN DISTRICT LIBRARY. GKNEHAL RRADING ROOM. 
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DENNISTOUN DISTRICT LIBRARV. LADIES' READING ROOM. 



Govanhill and Crossbill District Library, 

LANGSIDE ROAD AND CALDER STREET. 



The Principal Entrance is in Langside Road; the Juvenile Entrance in Calder Street. 



Site, - 
Architect, 



Gross area, 9x4 sq. yards; Building area, 841 sq. yards. 
JAMES R. RHIND. 
Reading; Rooms opened z6th March, 1906. 



Number of Volumes in 

Lending Library, 
Reference Collection, - 
Juvenile Reading Rooms, 

Total, 



8,956 

523 
635 

10,114 



Number of daily and weekly newspapers in 

Reading Rooms, 58 

Number of weekly journals and other 

periodicals, 39 

Number of monthly and quarterly magazines, 43 

Total, 140 



District Librarian, 
Sub-Librarian, - 



Accommodation for readers within the building : 

General Reading Room — Seats, - - 75 

„ At Stands, - 54 



» 



Ladies' Reading Room, 

Boys' 

Girls' 



»» 



Total, 

EDGAR H. PARSONS. 
JEANIE E. INGRAM. 
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UOVANHILL AND CKOSSHILL DISTRICT LIHRARV. 



COVANH[LL AND CROsSHIl.L rilSTKICT LIJIRAKV. CtNKRAL KKAUISG KOOM. 



GOVASHILL AND CROSSBILL DISTRICT LIBRARY. JUVENILE READING ROOM. 



Springburn District Library, 

AYR STREET AND VULCAN STREET. 



The Principal Entrance is in Ayr Street; the Juvenile Entrance in Vulcan Street. 



Site, 



Architect, 



Gross area, 1,815 s<l- yards ; Building area, 1,063 sq. yards. 

The site for the Library was presented to the Corporation by 
Messrs. Neilsony Reid vL^ Co.^ Engineers. 

WILLIAM B. WHITIE, I.A. 

Reading Rooms opened ist May, 1906. 



Number of Volumes in 

Lending Library, - 
Reference Collection, 
Juvenile Reading Rooms, 

Total, 



8,635 
489 
624 

9,748 



Number of daily and weekly newspapers in 
Reading Rooms, 

Number of weekly journals and other 
periodicals, 

Number of monthly and quarterly magazines, - 



Total, 



43 

45 

30 

118 



Accommodation for readers within the building: 

General Reading Room — Seats, - - 84 
„ „ At Stands, - 62 

Ladies' Reading Room, - . . . 
Boys' „ . . . . 

Girls' „ . - . - 



District Librarian, 
Sub-Librarian, 



Total, 

AMOS CLARE. 
ISABELLA WALLACE. 
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SPRINGBURN DISTRICT LIBRARY. 
B. Bookcase. O. Catalogues. F. Files of Newspapers. N. Newspaper Stands. P. Periodical Rack. 
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SPRINGBURN DISTRICT LIBRARY. 



.■ DISTRlCr LIBRARY. CENFRAL READING ROOM. 
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Bridgeton District Library, 

LANDRESSY STREET. 



Site, - 
Architect, 



Gross area, 1,025 ^' y^rds; Building^ area, 803 sq. yards. 
JAMES R. RHIND. 

Reading Rooms opened 17th May, 1906. 



Number of volumes in 

Lending Library, 9>3i9 

Reference Collection, 497 

Juvenile Reading Rooms, ------ 671 

Total, 10,487 

Number of daily and weekly newspapers in Accommodation for readers within the building : 

Reading Rooms, 45 General Reading Room- Seats, - -no 

Number of weekly journals and other »» »» ^^ Stands, - 80 

periodicals, 45 t r j o r d 

Ladies' Readmg Room, .... 

Number of monthly and quarterly magazines, 40 Boys' „ .... 

^r . 1 Girls' „ - . . _ 

Total, 130 

Total, 

District Librarian, - - - JOHN ROY. 
SuB-LiiiUARiAN, - - - - JESSIE R WATSON. 
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BKIDGETON DISTRICT LIBRARY. GKNLRAL RIlADINC ROOM. 



nRUlGKTON DISTRICT I.IIIRARV. I.ENnrNG I.lllRAKV. 
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Parkhead District Library, 

GREAT EASTERN ROAD. 



Site, Gross area, 902 sq. yards; Building area, 559 sq. yards. 

Architect, JAMES R. RHIND. 

Reading Rooms opened 6th August, 1906. 

Number of Volumes in 

Lending Library, about 8,500 when completed. ' 

Reference Collection, - 416 

Juvenile Reading Rooms, 672 

Total, about 9,588 when completed. 

Number of daily and weekly newspapers in Accommodation for readers within the building 

Reading Rooms, 40 General Reading Room— Seats, - - 70 

Number of weekly journals and other " »» ^^ Stands, - 68 

periodicals, 40 

Ladies' Reading Room, .... 

Number of monthly and quarterly magazines, 37 Boys' „ . . - - 

Total, T^ ^'^'^^' " - . - . 

Total, 

District Librarian, - - ALFRED D. GUNNEE. 
Sub-Librarian, - - - JESSIE MACLACHLAN. 
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PARK HEAD DISTRICT LIBRARY. 
B. B<x>kcase. C. Catalogues. F, Files of newspaijcrs. N. Newspjiper stands. P. Periodical rack. 



PA KK HEAD DISTRICT LIBRARY. 

Jamtt R. Khiiid, Artkilr 
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H utchesontown District Library, 



M'NEIL STREET. 



Site, - 
Architect, 



Gross area, 1072 sq. yards; Building^ area, 722 sq. yards. 
JAMES R. RHIND. 



Readings Rooms optoed 17th November, 1906. 



Number of volumes in 

Lending Library, 
Reference Collection, - 
Juvenile Reading Rooms, 



Stock about 8,500 when completed. 
- - 718 



Total, about 9,606 when completed. 



Number of daily and weekly newspapers in 

Reading Rooms, 38 

Number of weekly journals and other 

periodicals, 44 

Number of monthly and quarterly magazines, 32 

Total, 114 



Accommodation for readers within the building 

General Reading Room — Seats, - - 76 
„ „ .\t Stands, - 72 

Ladies' Reading Room, , . . . 
Boys' „ . . . . 

Girls' „ - . - . 



Total, 



148 
40 

96 
62 

346 



District Librarian, 
Sub-Librarian, 



CHARLES W. HEDDEN. 
ANNIE E. REM). 
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HUTCH KSONTOWN DISTRICT MliRARY. 
B. Bookcase. C. Catalogue},. F. Filei of newspapers. N. Newspaper stands. P. Periodical rack. 
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DISTRICT I.IURARV. (iEMCKAl, RK. 



Pollokshields District Library, 

LESLIE STREET. 



Site, Gross area, 8oi sq. yards ; Building^ area, 630 sq. yards. 

Architect, THOMAS G. GILMOUR. 

Reading^ Rooms opened 20th February, 1907. 

Number of volumes in 

Lending Library, Stock about 7000 when completed. 

Reference Collection, 337 

Juvenile Reading Rooms, 412 

Total, about 7749 when completed. 

Number of daily and weekly newspapers in Accommodation for readers within the building : 

Reading Rooms, 25 (General Reading Room— Seats, - - 56 

Number of weekly journals and other * »> »» ^^ Stands, - 50 

periodicals, -...-. ^o ~ 

Ladies' Reading Room, . . . . 

Number of monthly and quarterly magazines, 39 Hoys' „ .... 

"■f .. 1 ^ . Cjirls ,, .... 

lotal, 94 " 

Total, 

District Librarian, - - JOHN G. AYTON. 
Sub-Librarian, - ELIZAHETH W. MACINTYRE. 
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POLLOKSHIELDS DISTRICT LIBRARY. 

The entrance to the Juvenile Reading Rooms is to the right of the Hall. 
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l'Oi,[,OKSHrK[.lJS IHSTRICT LIHKAKV. LENUINd LiltKAK' 



Townhead District Library, 

CASTLE STREET. 

Site, Building^ area, 933 sq. yards. 

Architect, ....... JOHN FAIRWEATHER, A.R.I.B.A. 

Reading Rooms and Library opened 4th July, 1907. 

Number of volumes in 

Lending Library, About 9,500 when completed. 

Reference Collection, 536 

Juvenile Reading Rooms, - 573 

Total, - - - ... About 10,609 when completed. 

Number of daily and weekly newspapers in Accommodation for readers within the building : 

reading rooms, 55 General Reading Room— Seats, - - 88 

Number of weekly journals and other " » ^^ Stands, - 82 

* Ladies' Reading Room, .... 

Number of monthly and quarterly magazines, 46 Boys' „ . . . _ 

Total, 7^ ^^'^^' » .... 

Total, 

District Librarian, . - - . ALEXANDER STRAIN. 
Sub-Librarian, MARIA COCHRANE. 
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TOWNHKAD DISTRICT LIBRARY. 
B. Bookcase. C. C'alalogiies. F. Files of newspapers. N. Newspaper stands. P. Periodical rack. 
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TOWNHtAU UISTRICT LIBKARV. GENEKAT. READING ROOM. 
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TOWNHEAU DISTRICT LIBRARV. LEND: 



Hillhead District Library. 



No site has yet been secured for the Library for the Hillhead District. 



Langside District Library. 



Several sites for the Library for the Langside District have been under the 

consideration of the Committee, but no definite resolution has as yet been arrived 

! at. For one of the sites in respect of which negotiations were entered into, the 

j City Engineer prepared a design for a building. The plan and elevation are 

I given at pp. 138, 139. 
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LANGSIDE DISTRICT LIKRARY. PLAN 01- PROPOSKD BUILDING. 
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Library Fittings. 



The Fittings in the District Libraries include a few which are not usual. 

The adjustable Indicator was designed as a time-saving apparatus, to suit the system of num- 
bering adopted. New numbers can be inserted in their proper places, and cancelled numbers 
withdrawn. The columns containing the blocks were designed and made by Mr. Lambert of 
Croydon to the instructions of the Librarian ; the numbered blocks were supplied by Mr. Chi vers 
of Bath. The Indicator is used only for fiction and for books for juvenile readers, and merely 
shows whether any book is available for issue or not ; the charging being done by cards. The 
general appearance of the Indicators is shown in several of the illustrations of the Lending Libraries. 

In the Reading Rooms, the tables are made with sloping tops, and are provided with hat trees 
and umbrella stands. The seats are fixed revolving chairs. The racks in which the current 
numbers of magazines and other periodicals are placed have been carefully considered. The 
periodicals, each within a reading-cover having the title at the foot, are carried on shelves set at 
an angle of about 60". Each has its place marked on a ledge at the foot of the shelf, against 
which it rests. New titles can be readily inserted, and cancelled ones withdrawn. The following 
inscription is placed at the head of each periodical rack : 

It is requested that all Periodicals removed from the Rack for Perusal be 

RETURNIiD to their RESPECTIVE PLACES WHEN DONE WITH. 

One of these racks is shown at p. 143. 

The reference and other books placed for consultation in the Reading Rooms are kept in book- 
cases of mahogany or other hard wood, uniform with the other fittings of the room. Each of the 
book-cases has above it the following statement and request : 

These Books are for use in the Room only, and must not be taken away. Readers are requested 
TO handle them with all care, observing the Instructions in the Label, and to replace them 

WHEN done with. TO AVOID BLOCKING THE FRONT OF THE BOOK-CASK, PLEASE TAKE THE BOOK SELECTED 

TO ONE OF THE TABLES. 

See the illustration at p, 141. 
140 



THE OPEN REFERENCE BOOKCASES IN THE GENERAL READING ROOM,'!. 
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KXAMPLE OF THE PtKIODlCAL RACKS PLACED IN THE UENbRAL RKADlStJ ROOMS. 



